Effect of guanethidine and of reserpine on angiotensin responsiveness in man.
The respective effects of guanethidine and reserpine on angiotensin responsiveness in man have been investigated. Oral administration of 0.5 mg guanethidine per kg for a week has been found to reduce angiotensin responsiveness considerably, while plasma renin activity remained unaffected. Daily 1 mg reserpine for a week did not influence either angiotensin responsiveness or renin activity. Comparison of the results obtained with the enhancing effect of alphamethyldopa on angiotensin responsiveness has led to the conclusion that there is no relationship between the hypotensive activity of the two drugs in question and their respective effects on angiotensin responsiveness.